8-Under All-Stars Continue Hu

At this rate, the ciy of Cerritos could
be ﬂhnwcaﬁmq some of the top softball
plavers inabout six yesrs or so when they
2=t to-high school. For the third straight
weckend, the B-Under All-Stars of the
Cerritos Girls Softhall Association hoist-
gdd wnother championship trophy. this
Hme in the Sth anoual CGSA
Tournament, after defeating La Mirada's
gold team 5-0 this pust Sunday. In addi-
tion, the team made Ristory as it hecame
the first Cemitos eam to win its own
l{llLlT'ﬂiifflJ:ﬂL.

Before this summer, no Cerrites 8-

Under All-Star team had won any tourna- |

ment anywhere but after soing 5-0-1 in
the Rancho Penasquitos Summer Classic,
followed by & 60 recond the nest weel-
end in the Laguna Niguel Sen (“'mum:.

Classic. the team was poised to make its .

best showing at the Cerritos Sporm
Complex. Last season, the 8-Under All
Stars went undefeated bhefore Falling in
the championship gome and ewo YE#rs
age, the team came up shortin the semi-
finals.

"It really a eredit o the girls, the
piirenits and the league becapse these girls
have tried and practiced very, very hard.”
aaid manager Bon Lejano. "It's nat only
the girls but it's the parents who dedicate
themselves w making this program
good program.”

Cerritos hooked up against La Mirida
for the second tme Jast weekend and oot
out of the pates eorly when it pushed
Loross two rons in the top of the lirst
innirg. Melanie Okazakd began with o |
single and one, out later, moved to third
on 4 base hit from Morgan Nelson. Bath
runners would eveniually score on an
error,  Two o innings  Tater, Kaiflyn
Tolmosoff and Sabring Quarles had con
séeutive singles before Okazaki .,md|
Brianna Tautalafn had run- SCOring plays
tor make it 40, Nelson's grotndout in the
sixth brought home Tautalafua for the
fmal run of the game,

Mebson also gl the job done in the
vircle, pitching inta the fourth inning and
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allowing only one hit while striking out
seven. She was replaced by Jennifer lseri
who wrapped up the Lhd‘[l'lpli'l!'l'i.hlp witly
five strikeouts.

"La Mirada is a grest organization
and over the yvears they've always come
o our wurnement and we've plaved them
in the past," Lejano said, "We appreciae
them coming here because they're such a
good team and we want o face good
opponents because that's how we gel bet-

ter. 1 look forward to meeting them again,
hopefully in Districts and possibly in [the
Stafe ournarment].”

Cerritos already had o victory before
taking the field as s opening same last
Friday night ngainst Redondo Sunset was
a forfeit. The next moming, the team
blasted Canyon Hills 20-3 behind a nine-
run first inning. AIT 13 plavers went to the
plate in the frame and collected six hirs
with the higgest blow conung in the form

of a thres-run home run from Vanessa
Montancz. After Canyon Hills snswered
back with three mns, Cerritos added six
mere in e second, hall' of the production
coming when Amanda Lejano hlasted a
three-rim shot. Nelsen also hiad a twa-ru
double in the inning. Cerritos finished the
scoting with five runs in the thind s
Montanez sdded & two-run triple while
Meaison, Tautalafus and Janelle Guiiemes

zuch had run-scoring plays.
Later ‘in_the day, Cerritos met La
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hits while the pitching staff allowed four
hits and struck out 49 batters,
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Mirada for the first time and posted a 4.0
victory a5 Momtanez went the distance
striking out 13 and allowing one hit,
Nelson had & two-run double in the third
while Tautalafua had a pair of hits,
Cerritos then opened up the single-elimi-
nation format of the tournameant with a 9-
0 whitewnsh against La Mirsda's silver
team. Gutierrez had a two-ron home mn
in the wp of the second hut Cerritos put
the game out of veach in the fourth when
six Tuns crossed home plate. With one
out, Nelson had a run-scoring single and
would come home on a base hit from
Giutierrez. Heather Cameron then drove
i 4 pair with a single and, rwo batters
latier, Mudison Lee added a two-run dou-
ble. In the semifinals, Cermritos faced

Canyon Hills again and had inothey eisy |

win, 11-00 despite geming just gix hits,
Pwor Canyon Hills pitchers combined to
wailk 10 Cerritos busters as the champions
scored twice in the first, once in the sec-
cid and four times in the third and Fourti,
Okazaki had & pair of triples and drove in

three rons while seri pitched a one-hitter |

and fanmed 10. For the tournament., the 8.
Uncler All-Stirs, which also inclides
MoeKenna Pisciota and Katie Valladao,
outscored its opponents 4%-3 and had 42



